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Imports of wool and other animal fibres to Iran

Introduction

ISIRI, the Institute of Standards and Industrial Research of Iran, is appointed by Ministerial Decree to
control the quality of imported and exported goods. The ISIRI Mandatory Standards Program is aimed at
the protection of consumer rights in respect to health, safety and environmental regulations as well as the
protection of local manufacturer's rights against the importation of low quality goods.

In order to facilitate and expedite the importation of goods into Iran, ISIRI has accredited SGS to offer
conformity assessment services and to issue COI (Certificate of Inspection) Certificates.

Goods subject to the mandatory standards program must be accompanied by an ISIRI issued Certificate
of Conformity (COC) in order to obtain permanent clearance from customs and to gain access to the
Iranian market. Wool and other animal fibres fall under this program.

Importers can routinely obtain the required COC from the ISIRI provincial offices based on the COI
Certificates issued in the country of seller by SGS. SGS has offices in all major wool exporting
countries and staff trained in the requirements for wool sampling.

The service may be combined with the Bank Markazi program for which SGS is also accredited.

Requirements

Under the requirements of ISIRI method R/131/35 for assessment of Conformity of Imported Goods, SGS
are required to not only inspect the goods during manufacturing and loading and issue a Certificate
of Inspection (COI), but also to submit samples for testing in order to confirm conformity.

In many cases for other goods, testing can be supervised at the manufacturer's laboratory, but in the case
of wool and other animal fibres, the applicable ISIRI standards require certain tests that are not normally
performed by manufacturers, and for which few facilities exist outside Iran. There are different ISIRI
standards for wools intended for different purposes:

« Textile fibres and wool tops used in serge weaving systems ISIRI 2849

» Wool-polyester tops specifications ISIRI 6179
+ Wool tops with diameter > 28 pm R/131/35-1 (item 3)
*» Wool used in hand-woven carpet ISIRI 4488

It is therefore SGS policy that all wool consignments must be sampled in accordance with relevant
standards, and that such samples must be submitted to SGS's wool laboratory in New Zealand. The
SGS Wool Testing Services laboratory in Wellington is the only wool certification laboratory both
licensed by IWTO and accredited to provide the testing required under the ISIRI standards.

Obtaining the COI Certificate

These procedures can be carried out in all countries from which Iran sources wool:

« The wool exporter must contact their local SGS office as soon as they are in receipt of the order.

« The local SGS office will contact SGS IRAN and obtain the appropriate documentation.

« Local SGS office will arrange to have samples taken from the consignment prior to packing, and these
will be shipped to New Zealand for testing. They will also require the Supplier or Manufacturer's
Declaration of Conformity (SD or MD).

« The test results from SGS Wool Testing Services are usually obtained within 2 days of sample receipt
and returned to the Local SGS office, who also arranges for the loading inspection to be completed.

« The COI will then be issued by the Local SGS office to the exporter. This should then be forwarded by
the exporter with the consignment documents.

» Importer is always able to obtain latest information regarding the situation and progress of the order
from SGS IRAN.
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